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General Plan

1.1

General Plan Outline

The following is a draft outline of the General Plan; this will be updated as elements are
prepared.
1. Vision and Planning Context
This introductory section will be based on the Vision and Guiding Principles
developed. Context information will be provided.
2. Land Use and Community Design Element
Land Use Diagram, land use classifications will be included. Plan buildout in terms of
population, housing, non-residential development, and employment will be
quantified. Guiding policies (or goals) and implementing policies will balance
preservation and new development appropriate to the character and setting of
various neighborhoods, and Napa as a whole. Policies for community design and
approaches for new development along the corridors where most new development
is anticipated will be emphasized. In addition, policies for neighborhood
preservation; placemaking and designing the public realm; public art; and the
relationship between sustainability and built form will be included.
3. Transportation Element
Will address various transportation modes – include automobile movement, biking,
and walking. Topics will include roadway network performance, the transit system,
Travel Demand Management, bicycle and pedestrian systems, truck travel,
emergency evacuation routes, and alternative vehicle systems. It is likely that the City
would retain traffic level of service (LOS) standards for the General Plan (even though
the EIR will use vehicle miles traveled [VMT] thresholds; these would be used to
prepare a list of feasible and desirable roadway and intersection improvements.
VMT-related policies may be developed, which would focus on setting VMT reduction
expectations that could also be used as CEQA impact significance thresholds and to
define the range of potential feasible mitigation measures.
4. Community Services Element
Will include revised policies related to police, fire, and emergency services; schools;
wet utilities; and solid waste collection and disposal.

1

General Plan Framework

5. Open Space and Recreation Element
Napa’s current General Plan combines the required Open Space element with goals
and policies pertaining to recreation. This is likely to be maintained in the updated
plan.
6. Historic Resources Element
The Historic Resources Element will provide updated guidance on the City’s historic
and archaeological resources, its approach to historic preservation, and strategies to
promote education and awareness.
7. Natural Resources & Sustainability Element
The Natural Resources Element will include sustainability as well and will be updated
to include all components required by State law, including addressing air quality,
greenhouse gas emissions, and climate change adaptation.
8. Health and Safety Element
This element covers seismic activity, other geologic hazards, fire hazards, hazardous
materials, flooding, and other potential hazards. It would also address noise,
including new existing noise contours as well as projected noise contours based on
future traffic volumes that would arise from the Transportation Element
improvements. Noise contour map will visually depict traffic noise levels in the city.
9. Economic Development Element
The Economic Development Element will include goals and policies addressing a
range of topics, including promoting a diversity of commercial uses in Downtown,
encouraging local serving commercial uses in the neighborhood and resident serving
commercial areas, promoting and enhancing the economic viability of key planning
areas, increasing the community’s benefits from tourism while also preserving Napa’s
sense of place, and supporting diverse and thriving commercial nodes in the city.
10. Implementation
This chapter will concentrate all implementation programs related to the Plan’s
various goals and policies in one place. The chapter will also include information
about generalized timing, potential funding sources, and the responsible parties for
implementation.
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1.2

Guiding Principles and General Plan Relationship

The General Plan is organized into elements structured around the core values of the Napa
Vision and Guiding Principles, while meeting state law requirements for comprehensiveness.
The table below shows the relationship of each General Plan element to the Napa guiding
principles.
Table 1: Guiding Principles and General Plan Relationship

●

3.

Balance tourism and local needs.

●

◌

4.

Promote housing and support a diverse
array of housing types to meet the needs
of all segments of the population.

●

5.

Foster connections to nature and open
space.

6.

Emphasize environmental sustainability.

7.
8.

Achieve a healthy and safe community for
all.
Promote continued Downtown
revitalization.

9.

Celebrate Culture, Arts, and History.

10.

Achieve an economically diverse and
resilient community.

● Most Closely Related to Core Value

◌
◌

Housing (separate
update from GP)

◌

Economic
Development

2.

Increase travel options through enhanced
walking, bicycling, and public
transportation systems, and promote
mobility through increased connectivity
and intelligent transportation
management.

Health and Safety
Element

●

Natural Resources
and Sustainability

●

Historic Resources

Foster Napa as a community of connected
neighborhoods, with vibrant, walkable
districts, and revitalized corridors.

Open Space and
Recreation

Transportation

1.

NAPA COMMUNITY GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Community
Services

Land Use and
Community Design

GENERAL PLAN ELEMENT

◌

●

◌

●

●
●
◌

●
●
◌

◌ Closely Related to Core Value
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◌

●

◌

◌

●

●

◌

●
●

◌

●

◌

●
●

●
◌

●

