THE CYCLE OF VIOLENCE

RESOURCE PHONE NUMBERS
•

You have been provided this pamphlet by law enforcement because you have
been or may be a victim of Domestic Violence. Before you plan your next step
please consider the following diagram.

SERVICES AND HOTLINES
NEWS— A Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault service provider
255-6397
Child Welfare Services (CWS)
253-4262
Victim Information and Notification now and Everyday (VINE) 1-877-411-5588
Suicide Prevention and Crisis Line (24 hours)
1-800-273-8255

•

EMERGENCY MEDICAL
Queen of the Valley Hospital
St. Helena Hospital
Kaiser Hospital

252-4411
963-3611
651-1000

•

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Police or Sheriff’s Department (Emergency)
District Attorney’s Domestic Violence Unit
Napa County Probation

911
253-4211
253-4431

•

LEGAL ASSISTANCE / VISITATION MEDIATION
Bay Area Legal Aid
Victim/Witness Assistance
Family Court Services (Visitation Mediation)
Family Law Facilitator
COPE Family Center
Napa County Child Support Service

259-0579
299-1414
299-1240
299-1137
255-1123
253-4251

•

SHELTERS
NEWS ~ For people escaping domestic violence
South Napa Shelter (adults)
Samaritan Shelter (families)
Rainbow House (single mothers 18-24)

252-3687
299-1739
253-6145
224-4403

•

18% of all homicides occur within the family and or dating
relationships.
55% of all those homicides are intimate partner homicides
FBI UCR 2012

The cycle of violence does not stop by itself. Please refer to the
following page for assistance and additional resources.

BATTERER’S PROGRAMS
Alternatives for Better Living / Woman Alive Women’s Program
Effective Resolution Services
Counseling and Educational Services (Spanish Speaking)

OFFICER ___________________ 258-7800 EXT. ______
226-1248
257-3500
226-9912

•

COUNSELING
NEWS
Kids Exposed to Domestic Violence Services (KEDS)
Mentis
Sexual Assault Victim’s Services (SAVS)
Alcohol/Drug Counseling
McAlister Institute

255-6397
252-3687
255-0966
255-6397
253-4771
257-1460

CASE # ______________________
NON EMERGENCY 707-257-9223

Napa Police Department
Chief Steve Potter
Napa County District Attorney
Allison Haley

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

THE COURT PROCESS FOR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CASES

Domestic Violence is abuse committed against a person with whom the
suspect; is the spouse or former spouse, has had a child with, is cohabitating or a former cohabitant, is having or has had a dating or engagement
relationship. Domestic Violence can occur in any relationship, regardless
of financial status, race, religion, education, or sexual orientation.

ARREST - The police may be required to make an arrest when Domestic Violence

LAW ENFORCEMENT RESPONSE TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Police Officers will investigate incidents of DV and may be required to
make an arrest at the conclusion of that investigation. The officer will
write a report, which will be referred to the District Attorney’s Office for
review. During the investigation you can request that the police officer
attempt to obtain an Emergency Protective Order (E.P.O.) from a Judge. If
granted the EPO is effective immediately upon defendant notification and
orders the abuser not to contact you in any manner for 5 business days.

is alleged. The Napa County Detention Center may hold the offender in jail until
he or she can post bail or are released by a judge. You can find out the custody
status of the offender by calling the VINE service at 1-877-411-5588.

ARRAIGNMENT -If the prosecutor decides to file charges, the defendant will be
brought to court to hear the charges. The defendant may plead guilty, not guilty
or “no contest” at that time. If the defendant pleads not guilty, a trial date will be
set by the judge. The defendant may be released from jail on his or her own
recognizance, on bail, or may be held in jail until trial. The prosecutor can also
request and have the court impose conditions of release, including but not
limited to, an order requiring the defendant to have no contact with you. You can
contact the Napa County District Attorney’s office at 253-4211.

SOME INFORMATION YOU MIGHT NOT KNOW ABOUT
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CASES
“My partner said that he (she) is going to jail for a year.”
Depending on the severity of the incident first-time offenders may only
end up in jail for a few days, if at all. Some offenders may be also
sentenced to probation and court ordered anger management counseling.
If your injuries are serious or if the defendant has a prior record, the judge
may sentence the offender to more jail time or even state prison.

“My partner only hits me when he (she) has been drinking.
He (She) only needs to go to an alcohol program.”
Alcohol and drugs are frequently present during violence, but are rarely
the only reason for the violent episode. Until the abuser deals with the
underlying issues the abuse may continue even when the offender is sober.
Alcohol/Drug counseling may also be ordered as a condition of probation.

THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PROSECUTION UNIT
The Napa County District Attorney has created a special unit in the office
underscoring the seriousness of this crime. They can be reached at 2534211. In addition to prosecutors, a V i c ti m Witness Advocate is available
to explain court proceedings, inform you of the progress of the case, and
help you obtain additional services. Please call Victim Witness at 2991414.

CRIMINAL CHARGES
The prosecutor files charges against the defendant. The victim of the
crime does not file the case, or press charges, and cannot “drop the
charges.” Only the prosecutor or the court, not the crime victim, can
dismiss a criminal charge.

EMERGENCY SERVICES
NEWS—Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault services provides many
services including a Domestic Violence Response Team (DVRT) advocate
that will respond to the scene during the police investigation if requested.
NEWS also offers a crisis hotline, counseling, support groups, and assistance in obtaining a temporary restraining order. NEWS can also assist
with shelter needs for women and children. If NEWS is not an option for
you at least consider staying with a close friend, a relative, or call your
church or temple for help. Most importantly, find a place where you and
your children are safe from further abuse. NEWS 255-6397.

COURT PROCEEDINGS –If the case goes to court, you will receive a subpoena
and you must appear in court at the time it states. Failure to appear may result in
a warrant being issued for your arrest. Call the number on the subpoena if you
have any questions. When you arrive at court, a Victim Witness Advocate may
meet with you to explain the procedures and assist you during the proceedings.
At the preliminary hearing, the prosecution has to prove that there is probable
cause to believe that the defendant committed the offense. The defendant will
be present along with some witnesses. If the defendant is “held to answer” in the
preliminary hearing the next step is a Court or Jury Trial. In a Court Trial or Jury
Trial the prosecution has to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant
committed the offense. The defendant will be present and all relevant witnesses
will be subpoenaed to testify. The defendant may plead guilty during any court
proceeding. If the defendant pleads guilty before a hearing, you will not have to
testify.

SENTENCING –If the defendant is found or pleads guilty, the judge will
determine the sentence. You have the right to come to court to tell the judge at
that hearing your feelings regarding what sentence should be imposed. You may
also submit a letter to or speak with the probation officer at the Napa County
Probation Department who is writing the sentencing report, that way they can
consider your opinions while they write their report. You can contact the Napa
County Probation Department at 253-4431.

“I am safe now. My partner is going to a
batterer’s counseling program.”
Even though the defendant is attending a counseling program,
there is no guarantee that you will be safe. If you have questions
about his or her attendance, call the program and ask. If the
defendant is on supervised probation, and you have any questions
regarding his or her progress, you may call the assigned Probation
Officer at 253-4431.
“I can put up with this to keep a good home for the kids.
My partner tries to be a good parent.”
Every child who witnesses domestic violence is affected. The child who
sees their mother being beaten often accepts violence as a way of life.
Boys who witness domestic violence are twice as likely to abuse their own
partners and children when they become adults.1 30% to 60% of
perpetrators of intimate partner violence also abuse children in the
household.2 For more information you can contact Kids Exposed to
Domestic violence Services (KEDS) at 252-3687.
1-Strauss, Gelles, and Smith, “Physical Violence in American Families: Risk Factors and
Adaptations to Violence” in 8,145 Families. Transaction Publishers (1990).
2-Edelson, J.L. (1999). “The Overlap Between Child Maltreatment and Woman Battering.”
Violence Against Women. 5:134-154.

